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On July 18, Americas Watch, a US-based human right monitor organization, released a report on
President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's government. The report emphasized "notable gains"
during the first 15 months of the Chamorro administration in areas such as freedom of the press
and expression. The administration was also praised for the release of 1,000 prisoners following
an amnesty decree in 1990. Americas Watch attributed political tensions in the countryside to
"land hunger" of former contras and serious economic recession. The report criticized Washington
for withholding aid disbursements. According to Americas Watch, the International Verification
and Support Commission (CIAV) of the Organization of American States (OAS) has played a
"tremendously valuable role in defusing tensions in the countryside," and recommended that
the CIAV mission be extended into 1992. The Interior Ministry received praise for beginning
the "difficult process of subordinating the security apparatus to civilian control," demonstrated
in part by the establishment of a new civilian division to investigate police abuses. However,
regional ministry delegates were charged with being "inexcusably remiss" in carrying out their
responsibilities. The report noted cases of violent confrontations involving government security
forces during which army and police officers opened fire against unarmed demonstrators. Americas
Watch criticized the government's failure to prosecute or purge members of the army and police
guilty of such abuses. According to Americas Watch, the police investigation of the murder of
former contra leader Enrique Bermudez is "effectively stalled." The reported said that failure to
investigate and prosecute this crime and other attacks on demobilized contras "erodes confidence
in the Chamorro government, deepens distrust of the Sandinista-controlled security apparatus
and the judicial system, and corrodes the values that Nicaragua's fragile democracy must seek to
uphold." [The CIAV has documented 52 deaths of former contras between July 1, 1990 and May 1,
1991.] The Americas Watch report emphasized that the Chamorro government must also prosecute
persons guilty of past human rights abuses, especially in view of the discovery last year of a dozen
clandestine graves containing the remains of nearly 100 people. Finally, Americas Watch asserted
that the 1990 amnesty should not extend to persons guilty of gross human rights violations. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 07/18/91)
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